
Cancer: It’s personal
How many patients with cancer have you known?

How many of them have died of a form of cancer?

How many of them were family and friends?
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Introduction
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By 2030, approximately 3 million fellow citizens of any age across the 
27 EU countries are projected to develop a form of cancer. Every year, 
the patients traveling to one of Europe’s cancer care centers increase 
by 12-15%.


Cancer does not discriminate between sex, age, social or 
economic status. Approximately 39.5% of men and women will 
be diagnosed with cancer at some point during their lifetime.

For you, cancer might get personal.

135,000 Dutch people 
will develop cancer 
by 2030.
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Introduction

Stroke

incidense

THE CANCER MIRACLE


prevention

“The cancer miracle isn’t a cure. It’s prevention.”



Madeline Drexler, in Harvard’s Public Health magazine, highlights the 
crucial and often underestimated role of  in cancer:



Oncologists are confident that 30-40% of cancers in European 
countries are preventable and we, therefore, need to put move 
emphasis on preventative measures. Alongside prevention, early 
detection through precision-targeted technologies can have a major 
positive impact on our fight against cancer. Leveraging innovative 
(digital) technologies for health is crucial to making further progress 
in the cancer field. In other words, we need to ensure that the 
innovative solutions reach the patients with cancer.



This is a universal issue.  This concerns all of us.



 




1: https://ecis.jrc.ec.europa.eu/explorer.php?$0-4$1-All$4-1,2$3-0$6-0,85$5-2020,2040$7-7$21-0$2-
All$CLongtermChart1_1$X0_-1-AE27$CLongtermChart1_2$X1_-1-AE27$CLongtermChart1_3$X2_-1-
AE27$CLongtermChart1_4$X3_14-$X3_-1-AE27$CLongtermTable1_6$X4_-1-AE27 
2: https://www.brit-med.com/blog/best-oncology-clinics-in-europe/

3: https://www.cancer.gov/about-cancer/understanding/statistics 
4: https://ec.europa.eu/research-and-innovation/en/horizon-magazine/will-we-ever-cure-cancer

You think this is doom and gloom?

The mortality figures are even more concerning. In 2020, 
cancer accounted for nearly 10 million deaths globally. In the 
EU, nearly 1.5 million patients will have died of cancer by 2030. 
According to the Organisation for the Economic Cooperation 
and Development (OECD), cancer is the second leading cause of 
mortality in the EU.



Mortality is higher among men than among women.






Nearly 1.5 million cancer deaths over the next 

7 years in the eu. We’ll let this number sink in.
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How can we reduce the number of patients treated 
globally and the mental and financial burden on them?

https://www.hsph.harvard.edu/profile/madeline-drexler/
https://www.hsph.harvard.edu/magazine/magazine_article/the-cancer-miracle-isnt-a-cure-its-prevention/


So, why is progress in 

CANCER INNOVATION lagging behind?

Long story short, there are new cancer-focused technologies with a broad 
spectrum of applications, but they are not available on the market yet. 
This is due, among others, to lack of early-stage risk capital, 
entrepreneurial spirit and industry expertise to bring them to the 
patients.



It is estimated that only 10% of the available risk capital targets 
innovations at the early stage. Investors usually opt for late-stage 
investing opportunities in larger funds. Investments in early-stage 
innovations are, thus, extremely limited. 



As a result, patients with cancer, their healthcare professionals and, by 
extension, our national health systems are deprived of much-needed 
solutions aimed at facilitating and optimizing patient diagnosis, 
treatment and comfort.
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Innovation is the key

What wILL you do to help advance cancer care and save patients from agony?

It’s personal. It’s universal.

Health Impact Fund ventures against cancer

The current NLC portfolio is proud to feature various cancer-focused 
innovations which improve prognosis, diagnosis, treatment, risk 
prevention and patient comfort. 

Among others, it includes the following:




PCaVision is our healthtech venture focused on 
both accurate diagnosis and comfort for the men 
with prostate cancer.
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MLA Diagnostics is a biomarker test for an accurate 
prognosis of melanomas and their clinical 
progression.
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https://nlc.health/venture/pcavision/
https://nlc.health/venture/mla-diagnostics/


Seize your Health Impact Fund opportunity

Actively managed by NLC's Fund Management (FM) team, our Health 
Impact Fund has an anticipated portfolio of more than 80 assets. It 
can be your pathway to high-impact and high-return capital 
deployment in cancer-centered innovation. 



As with all investments carrying risk, the value of your investment in 
NLC and the Health Impact Fund could be lost, in full or in part due 
to unexpected developments. Prospective investors are advised to 
consult the Information Memorandum of this Fund. NLC’s FM and 
the Health Impact Fund are registered with the Dutch Authority for 
the Financial Markets (AFM). 
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The Health Impact Fund

JOHANNEKE MAENHOUT

PORTFOLIO DIRECTOR




 

NLC: Your gateway to cancer IMPACT

NLC is committed to accelerating cancer care innovation. How? 



By bridging the gap between innovative technologies and saving 
patient lives. To further improve the quality of cancer care, NLC 
has launched the Health Impact Fund. 



The NLC Health Impact Fund will invest in both the newest and 
more mature NLC ventures, including a seed portfolio of 16 
ventures that will be part of the Fund’s portfolio from Day 1. Aside 
from the high risk involved in any investment, this also offers a 
diversified portfolio with strong potential for early returns.



NLC is a certified B Corp. The Health Impact Fund contributes to 
UN Sustainable Development Goals 3, 9, and 17 and adheres to the 
highest impact investing standard (SFDR 9), which entails the 
obligation to report on impact metrics.



SFDR 9 
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Your contacts

Hidde ten Brink

INVESTMENT DIRECTOR




 
hidde.tenbrink@nlc.health

+31636103566

Disclaimer

The Health Impact Fund is currently only accessible to investors 
residing in the Netherlands. Pending approval of the Fund’s 
EuVECA application, NLC will offer this investment opportunity to 
investors across the EU Member States at a later time. Investors 
acquire interests in the Health Impact Fund and not direct 
ownership in any underlying asset in which the Fund invests. No 
leverage is used at the fund level.



This DOCUMENT IS A MARKETING MATERIAL prepared by NLC Fund 
Management B.V. (‘NLC’) with the purpose of sharing relevant 
information concerning the funds under their management. It 
does not constitute an offer to sell or the solicitation of an 
offer to buy the securities described herein, which will only be 
made by means of an information memorandum and/or 
subscription documents.



YOU ARE ADVISED TO REFER TO THE KEY INFORMATION DOCUMENT (KID) 
BEFORE YOU MAKE AN INVESTMENT DECISION. You may not rely on this 
WHITE PAPER as the basis upon which to make an investment 
decision. This DOCUMENT does not purport to be complete on any 
topic addressed. NLC has not verified or analyzed the information 
included in this PAPER for accuracy or completeness. NLC shall 
not bear any liability for the information contained in, or any 
omissions from, this DOCUMENT.

johanneke.maenhout@nlc.health

+31641314340

JOHANNEKE MAENHOUT

PORTFOLIO DIRECTOR
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